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financial burden ? It may be so, but we shall do well to 
suspect some stronger motives than those officially avowed. 
In all likelihood, the determining motive of British gov- 
ernments, at least in recent years, in refusing to abandon 
the capture of commerce at sea is a calculation of chances 
of another kind. They will naturally reflect that, while 
we cannot invade Germany, Germany might invade us if 
our navy were not overwhelmingly strong in relation to 
hers ; and so long as Germany continues to spend large 
sums on her navy they will be disposed to go on spend- 
ing largely on ours. 

Now, there is no good reason to doubt that what 
makes Germany expand her navy is precisely the fear 
that her commerce may suffer capture at our hands in a 
war. Thus she arms from distrust of us, and we arm 
from distrust of her, and neither side will desist first. 
We claim to be under a special risk of invasion. She 
points to our refusal to abandon capture of commerce at 
sea as a proof that our motive is not fear of invasion but 
desire of plunder. We know it is not ; but is not Ger- 
many's apprehension just as well justified as ours? 

In the circumstances, is there not a plain way out if 
only one of the two powers chiefly concerned will take 
the initiative ? And which power ought that to be ? Is 
it not the one with the stronger navy? Cannot the 
British government take the step of surrendering the 
capture of commerce at sea, and trust to the speedy 
retrenchment of Germany's naval expenditure? Or, if 
they do not feel justified in taking the first step, cannot 
they offer this for that ? 

Are two great nations to remain forever, as if under 
a sorcerer's spell, injuriously burdened by a vast expend- 
iture which both could escape by a rational agreement ? 
One day, surely, it must be done; and it might probably 
be done to-morrow if only Britain, which has really 
nothing to gain by maintaining capture of commerce in 
naval war, would take the first step. 



Jupiter and the Sheep. 

A FABLE. 

In the January number of the Pictorial National 
Library, published in 1849, we find the following fable : 

The sheep was obliged to suffer most of all the animals, 
so he went to Jupiter and prayed him to lighten his fate. 
Jupiter seemed willing, and said to the sheep : " My inno- 
cent little creature, I see plainly that I have created you 
too defenseless. Now choose how I may best remedy 
this fault. Snail I arm your mouth with terrible teeth 
and your feet with claws?" 

"Oh, no," said the sheep, "I will have nothing in 
common with those tearing animals." 

" Or," continued Jupiter, " shall I put poison in your 
bite?" 

"Ah," returned the sheep, "the poisoned Serpents are 
much hated." 

« What, then, shall I do for you? I will plant horns 
upon your forehead and add strength to your neck." 

"Nor this either, most gracious father. I might in 
that case become a butting animal like the ram " 

" But," said Jupiter, " you must be able to hurt others 
or you will not be able to protect yourself." 



"Must I?" sighed the sheep. "Oh, then leave me as 
I am, kind father. For the power of injuring creates 
the desire to injure, and it is better to suffer wrong than 
to commit wrong." 

Jupiter blessed the innocent sheep, and from that hour 
he forebore to complain. 

Is there not a lesson here for consideration by the 
nations of men ? M. 



The Peace Society of the City of 
New York. 

Notes of Meetings during February and of Plans 
for March. 

PREPARED BY WILLIAM H. SHORT, EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY. 

The dinner to Mr. Root, mentioned in last month's 
report, was given at the Hotel Astor on Friday evening, 
February 26, and was reported by the daily press. It 
occurred too late for an account to appear in this issue 
of the Advocate, but it will be fully leported in the 
April number. 

SCANDINAVIAN RECEPTION. 

A reception and dinner tendered to the three Scandi- 
navian Ministers, Count Moltke of Denmark, M. Ove 
Gude of Norway, and M. Herman de Lagercrantz of 
Sweden, on the 15th of February, attracted much atten- 
tion from the press of the city, and even of Europe. The 
Peace Society was the host at the reception, and the 
American-Scandinavian Society, which has been recently 
organized, with Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler as its presi- 
dent, at the dinner. An announcement was made at the 
reception that a Scandinavian citizen of the United States 
had agreed to make available at once a fund with which 
to provide in a small way for an interchange of students 
between the universities of Scandinavia and the United 
States, and had made a provision in his will for a large 
permanent fund to be used for this purpose. 

Interesting remarks were made by the Ministers at both 
occasions. Minister de Lagercrantz said that the Scan- 
dinavian nations were united by one of the most care- 
fully drawn treaties in the world. He spoke of the late 
King Oscar of Sweden as one of the most sincere advo- 
cates of peace in the world. Minister Gude referred to 
the fact that in the old days a peaceful death in bed was 
considered almost a disgrace by his people, but that ideas 
had changed and that the Norwegian Storthing was one 
of the first parliaments to advocate international peace. 
Count Moltke expressed the same idea, saying that peace 
was not an absolutely natural condition, and could be 
obtained only by an effort. This effort could best be 
expended in education. 

Congratulatory dispatches were received from the gov- 
ernments of Denmark, Sweden and Norway during the 
dinner, and were the signal for a general outburst of 
enthusiasm. The general impression at the close of the 
reception and dinner was that the occasion had been of 
large importance in the betterment of the relations be- 
tween the Scandinavian peoples in New York City, and 
of considerable significance in the international field. 



